
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

From: Annette I. Kahler [e-mail address redacted] 

Sent: Monday, January 30, 2012 8:29 PM
 
To: SatelliteOffices
 
Subject: Comments re Albany-Capital Region NY for USPTO Satellite Office
 

Dear Mr. Khan,
 
I am pleased to provide the attached comments with respect to the USPTO's Satellite 

Office initiative. The attached letter is accompanied by 12 letters of support from
 
key stakeholders inviting the USPTO to open its next satellite office in New York's 

Capital Region. This proposal is further supported by numerous other organizations 

in the region that have, or will, provide letters to you under separate cover.
 

We thank you in advance for consideration of our area as a satellite office 

location. To learn more about New York's Capital Region, please see the attached 

brochure from our Center for Economic Growth:
 

“Be In The Middle of Everywhere” at http:/ /www .ceg. 

org/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/CEG_Broch_LR.pdf. 


We look forward to hearing from you.
 

Best Regards,
 
Annette I. Kahler
 

Annette I. Kahler, Esq.
 
Heslin Rothenberg Farley & Mesiti P.C.
 
Intellectual Property Law
 
5 Columbia Circle
 
Albany, NY 12203
 
[phone redacted]
 
[e-mail address redacted]
 
www. hrfmlaw. com
 



EXIGENT 

ADVANCING INNOVATION 

Annette I. Kahler 
I)residenf & Execulive Director 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Attn: Azam Khan, Deputy Chief of Staff 
Mail Stop - Office of Undersecretary and Director 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Sent via email: satelliteof{ices@uspto.qov 

January 30, 2012 

Re: 	 Comments from Albany/Capital Region NY on Additional 
USPTO Satellite Offices for the Nationwide Workforce Program 

Dear Mr. Kahn: 

Working together in coordination with a strong team of colleagues from the Capital Region of New York, 
I am pleased to submit this response to the USPTO's request for public comments regarding future 
locations of satellite offices. 

This response proposes Albany, NY and the Capital Region of New York State as an ideal location for a 
future USPTO satellite office as measured against all identified criteria. This proposal enjoys strong 
support on every level, as shown by the multitude of supporting letters that are being submitted for 
your consideration. 

In summary, the Capital Region is a premiere site for high tech business and research, and hosts a 
vibrant and actively engaged intellectual property community. In addition, it offers proximity to major 
geographic markets, a highly qualified technical workforce, outstanding educational opportunities, a 
strong business environment, and excellent quality of life at an affordable cost of living. 

Background on the Capital Region of New York State 

• 	 The Capital Region is located in upstate New York, and encompasses the counties immediately 
surrounding Albany, the capital of the State, including Albany County, Schenectady County, 
Rensselaer County, and Saratoga County. The Capital District is home to more than 1 million 
residents across more than 400,000 households. 

• 	 The Capital District is part of the larger Tech Valley of New York State, which stretches from the 
Canadian border south to Westchester County and contains more than 1,000 technology 
companies providing more than 50,000 jobs. The companies of Tech Valley have an economic 
impact of $5 billion and an annual payroll of $2 billion. These include IBM, General Electric, 
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Global Foundries, Sematech, and many others well known for innovation and high levels of 
intellectual property output. 

• 	 The region has five primary high-tech sectors: Nanotechnology, Biotechnology/Life Sciences, 
Energy, Information Technology, and Advanced Materials. 

• 	 Twenty-one (21) colleges and universities are located in the region, with 77,000 students, 
including the State University of New York at Albany, the College of Nanoscale Science and 
Engineering, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Union College, Sage, and many others offering 
cutting-edge engineering and science-oriented curricula. There are 73 school districts in the 
area, with 90% rate of high school graduation, many with advanced science and technology 
programs, including the region's Tech Valley High School where 48% of the students are 
studying for STEM-related careers. 

• 	 At our area colleges and universities, there are 17 business incubators providing support for a 
strong culture of entrepreneurship in the region. 

• 	 Albany International Airport has 71 daily departures, and the Albany-Rensselaer Amtrak station 
is the ninth busiest in the nation. 

• 	 There are numerous efficient and affordable means of transportation between Albany, NY and 
the USPTO headquarters in Alexandria, VA, by plane, train or automobile. Likewise, the Capital 
Region is only a few short hours away by car or train from several major cities in the Northeast 
and Canada, including New York City, Boston, Philadelphia, and Montreal. 

Patent Activity in New York State 

New York is second only to California in patent volume. As an example, the table below shows the 

rankings of the top states in U.S. patents issued cumulatively from 1999 to 2009. 

State U.S. Patents Issued 
FY1999 - FY2009 

1 California 218,168 
2 New York 65,260 
3 Texas 64,043 
4 Michigan 39,879 
5 Massachusetts 39,304 
6 Illinois 38,999 
7 New Jersey 36,647 
8 Ohio 34,886 
9 Pennsylvania 33,325 
10 Florida 30,147 
11 Minnesota 29,870 
12 Washington (State) 29,864 
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The Capital Region and larger Tech Valley Region of New York State, both enjoy higher than average 
rates of patent productivity when patent activity is normalized against population density. 

In addition, with nearly 4,000 registered attorneys and agents. New York State is also second only to 
California in its number of licensed patent professionals. Moreover, six of the top 10 states in number of 
patent practitioners are located in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic regions ofthe U.S. The Capital Region 
of New York represents a geographically desirable location for tapping into this network of 
professionals, and provides a reasonable cost of living alternative while retaining good proximity to 
northern Virginia and other key geographies. 

Conclusion 

In summary, the Albany, NY/Capital Region area is an outstanding location for a USPTO satellite office, 
which will fully support the USPTO's objectives of (1) increasing outreach activities to better connect 
with patent filers and innovators; (2) enhancing patent examiner retention; (3) improving recruitment of 
examiners; (4) decreasing patent applications in the queue; and (5) improving the quality of patent 
examination. 

Key stakeholders in New York's Capital Region stand ready to work in cohesive and coordinated fashion 
with your office to determine the logistical details of locating a satellite office in our community. 
Attached with this letter you find the following additional letters of support: 

Congressman Paul D. Tonko, 21st District, New York 

Gerald D. Jennings, Mayor, City of Albany 

James Dias, Ph.D., Vice President of Research, University at Albany 

Laura Schweitzer, Ph.D., President, Union Graduate College 

F. Michael Tucker, President and CEO, Center for Economic Growth 

Robert E. Blackman, Vice President, Realty USA; CEG Board Chair 

Michael Relyea, President, Luther Forest Technology Campus 

Jeff Rothenberg, Managing Partner, Heslin Rothenberg Farley & Mesiti 

Thomas Keane, Ph.D., Director, INVEST Incubator 

Jim Connolly, President and CEO, Ellis Medicine 

Walter Robb, PreSident, Vantage Management 

Victor Cardona, Cleantech Practice Group, Heslin Rothenberg Farley & Mesiti 


In addition to the attached letters, you will find that many letters of support from throughout the 
Capital Region are being provided directly to your office under separate cover, including from the 
following: 

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, United States Senator, New York 

Albany/Colonie Chamber of Commerce 

General Electric 

Law Firm of Schmeiser, Olsen and Watts 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

RPI Emerging Ventures Ecosystem (EVE) Program 

Empire State Development and NYSTAR 

Eastern New York Angels (ENYA) 


We expect that numerous other letters in support of our region are being provided as well. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. I welcome you to contact me for any 
questions or further information about Albany, NY and the Capital Region as a future USPTO satellite 
office site. Stakeholders in our region would welcome you to visit our area to discuss the satellite office 
program. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Annette I. Kahler 
(518) 852-1401 
akahler@exigent.org 
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January 30, 2012 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Attn: Azam Khan, Deputy Chief of Staff 

Mail Stop - Office of Undersecretary and Director 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 


Re: Comments on Additional USPTO Satellite Offices for the 
Nationwide World'orce Program (Docket No. PTO-C-2011-0066) 

Dear Mr. Kahn: 

I write to urge the United States Patent and Trademark Office to select the Capital Region of 
New York State as the next location for a satellite office. 

It is my pleasure to represent Albany, New York, and the greater Capital Region in Congress. As 
you may be aware, the Albany, New York area has been the center of significant investment in 
the high-tech and clean energy sectors over the past ten years. This investment has led to the 
Capital Region standing as one of the fastest growing markets for green jobs in the country. 

As an engineer by training, I have been focused on creating an environment where investment in 
innovation and research can have the greatest impact, helping to spur economic development and 
improve quality oflife. By locating a satellite office of the USPTO in the Albany area, it would 
give further credibility and opportunity for innovation and research. In addition, the location of a 
USPTO office in Albany will take advantage of the rich resources of this area, including 
previous investment from both the public and private sector in nanotechnology and clean energy, 
as well as a rich academic environment that boasts some of the nation's finest programs. 

I encourage you to visit and tour Albany and the surrounding Tech Valley and hope that we may 
be able to celebrate the opening of a new satellite office of the USPTO in the near future. Your 
consideration of this request - consistent with current laws, rules and agency policy - is 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

PAUL D. TONKO 
Member of Congress 

PDT/dtc 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
CITY OF ALBANY 

GERALD D. JENNINGS 
CITY HALL 

MAYOR 
24 EAGLE STREET 

ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207 

January 30,2012 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Attn: Azam Khan, Oeputy Chief of Staff 
Mail Stop - Office of Undersecretary and Director 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Sent via email. satelliteoffices@uspto.gov 

Re: Comments on Additional USPTO Satellite Offices for the 
Nationwide Workforce Program (Docket No. PTO.C-20'11-(066) 

Dear Mr I<ahn: 

As the Mayor of the City of Albany, I am proud to support the efforts to bring a USPTO satellite office to New 
York's Capital F{egion. 

The City of Albany is a vibrant epicenter of high technology development and businesses and the heart of New 
York's Tech Valley. We offer a highly qualified technical workforce, outstanding educational opportunities, a strong 
business environment, and excellent quality of life at an affordable cost of living. 

As intellectual property protection is a critical component of building a strong innovation economy, Albany stands 
behind the USPTO's efforts to increase the quality of patents granted in the U.S. and decrease the volume of patent 
applications in the queue. Bringing a satellite office to Albany would enable the USPTO to leverage our area's core 
competencies in nanotechnology, clean energy, life sciences, information technology, and advanced materials. 

As you move forward with satellite office location selection, we invite you to visit us in Albany to see our 
capabilities first-hand and discuss further details. 

Sincerely, 

~D~~n 
Mayor, City of Albany 

mailto:satelliteoffices@uspto.gov


Office of the Vice Presiejent 

Division for Research UNIVERSITYAf ALBANY 
Stare Ulli\~rsity of New York 

January 30,2012 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Attn: Azam Khan, Deputy Chief of Staff 
Mail Stop - Office of Undersecretary and Director 
P,O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Sent via email: satelliteo[jices@uspto,gov 

Re: Comments on Additional USPTO Satellite Offices for the 
Nationwide Workforce Program (Docket No. PTO-C-20U-0066) 

Dear Mr, Kahn: 

We write in support of bringing a USPTO satellite office to Albany or the surrounding area, 

The University at Albany is proud to be one of the six high intensity research centers in the State 

University of New York's 64-campus university system, The scientific research programs at 

UAlbany are extensive and expanding, By means of example, most recently UAlbany's RNA Institute 

has been awarded $2M by the Governor's Regional Economic Development Council to promote 

biotech translational research, and UAlbany's Cancer Research Center at its East Campus will 

receive $1M toward the development of a biotech corridor. These leading edge programs, together 

with others in our research portfolio, bring world class expertise to the life sciences community in 

Albany, NY, Albany is a cost effective location for a UPSTO satellite, with easy access to major 

metropolitan areas of Boston and New York City, Many of our scientists travel to Washington DC 

regularly to serve on National Review Panels, taking either air or train travel. 

I applaud the efforts of the USPTO to strive for high quality patent output and faster processing of 

applications through the introduction of new satellite offices, Looking at the broad ranging benefits 

of our region, I am confident the Capital Region of New York is well positioned to open and operate 

a productive office that will recruit and retain the necessary scientific and technical talent. Thank 

you for your consideration of our area for the next USPTO satellite office site, 

Sincerely, 

A 
Ii 

J~rAes A Dias, Ph,D, 

(vicb President for Research 

L;ni, "rsin- Ibll, Roolll 307 
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Office of the President 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Attn: Azam Khan, Deputy Chief of Staff 
Mail Stop - Office of Undersecretary and Director 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Sent via email: satelliteo{fices@uspto.gov 

Re: Comments on Additional USPTO Satellite Offices for the 
Nationwide Workforce Program (Docket No. PTO-C-2011-0066) 

Dear Mr. Kahn, 

I am the president of Union Graduate College in Schenectady New York. Union 

Graduate College is one of the twenty-one colleges and universities located in the 

Capital Region of Upstate New York. The intent of this letter is to support the 

initiative of Annette I. Kahler who is leading the Region's efforts to apply for 
consideration as a future location of a USTPO satellite office. 

With a graduate program in engineering developed in conjunction with General 

Electric dating back more than a hundred years to 1905, Union Graduate College 

is now classified by Carnegie as Private/Master's/Medium. The Graduate College 

has graduate programs in Business (Management and Healthcare Management), 

Education, Engineering (Mechanical/Electrical [Energy in 2012/13]), Bioethics, 

English and History that were previously part of Union College (ranked US News & 
Report Top 50 Liberal Arts). It is a fully independent private college now 
comprised of four graduate and professional schools - the programs each have 

the highest levels of accreditation available and are viewed as having among the 
most selective graduate programs in the Capital Region of Upstate New York. The 

Bioethics and MBA/Healthcare programs have a national draw. 

Union Graduate College is a member of Union University, a five school consortium 
located in the Capital Region of New York State. Well known for its members' 

interdisciplinary joint degree programs, the successful joint degree programs date 

Office of the Prl:sident 80 Nott Terr-ilee Schenectady, NY 12308 Ph,518-631-9840 
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back several decades. A new MS in engineering/ JD to support the efforts of 
development of intellectual property in the Region, is being actively sought by 
Union Graduate College and Albany College of Law. 

Union Graduate College supports the efforts of Innogen, one of seventeen (17) 
business incubators providing support for a strong culture of entrepreneurship in 
the region. 

I hope that you will consider our region for development of the satellite. In 
addition to my role as college president, I serve on the Executive Committee of 
the Board for the Council for Economic Growth (CEG) of Upstate New York and as 
one of twenty members of the Schenectady Stakeholders, a group of CEOs who 
have made commitments of time and money to the growth of Schenectady. I 
provide this information to you to give you a sense of the excitement and 
momentum the Region has. I know you will find the environment here highly 
supportive of your efforts. 

Sincerely, 

Laura Schweitzer, PhD 
President 

Office of the President 80 Nott Terrace Schenectady, NY 12308 Ph.518631·9840 



CENTEn Fon ECONOMIC Gnow'rli 

January 30, 2012 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Attn: Azam !<han, Deputy Chief of Staff 
Mail Stop· Office of Undersecretary and Director 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Sent via email: satell;teoffices@usl2.19~ov 

Re: Comments on Additional USPTO Satellite Offices for the 
Nationwide Worldoree Program (Docket No. PTO.C-2011-0066) 

Dear Mr. Kahn: 

The Center for Economic Growth (CEG) joins with our colleagues to strongly support the establishment of a 
USPTO satellite office in New York's Capital Region. 

Since 1987, CEG has been committed to fostering visionary economic growth throughout the ii-county 
Capital Region, as well as a significant portion of the Tech Valley corridor. As a private, not-for-profit 
organization we work with a diverse group of members and partners to advance the ability of the region and 
its assets to succeed in the global marketplace. With a focused and strategic approach we work to: 

GROW local companies by offering tactical business development strategies and services; 

ATTRACT opportunities for technology investment and expansion throughout Tech Valley and 

PREPARE communities to achieve their desired economic growth while enhancing the region's 
excellent quality of life. 

The Capital Region of New York offers a key geographic advantage of being in the middle of everywhere in 
the U.S.'s northeast corridor. Located 150 miles north of New York City, 165 miles west of Boston, and 215 
miles south of Montreal, the Capital Region is proximate to major hubs of high tech industry and intellectual 
property development. 

CEG commits to provide its full support to opening a successful USPTO satellite office in the Capital 
Region. Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. 

I~ 


F. Michael Tucker 

President and CEO 
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SENT VIA EMAIL 


SUBJECT: Comments on additional USPTO Satellite Offices for the 

Nationwide Workforce Program-Docket No. PTO C-20 11-0066 


Dear Mr. Kahn, 

I am involved in many of the regions various initiatives for growth. Let me offer just a 
couple to give you some background: 

Current Board Chair of the Center for Economic Growth 

Angel Investor in several local start-ups 

Member of Schenectady Stakeholders 


Board Member of Fuller Road Management Corporation--( a component of College of 

Nanoscale Science and Engineering--CNSE) 


Board member-Tech Valley Connects 


It is very important that our region receives very strong consideration for your 
development of this important satellite. Our region is bursting with growth initiatives and 
the placement of your facility will be both an asset to this region and I know that it will be 
an active office that you will be proud to have here. 

There is little question that the environment here is conducive to your mission. 

Thank you for your consideration and I hope to be a part of the welcoming committee 
when you are open for business!!!!! 

Most respectfully, 

Robert E. Blackman 
Cell: 518-461-7228 
Email: rblackman@realtyusa.com 

mailto:rblackman@realtyusa.com


Luther 
ForestlLcHNOLOCJY 

CAMI~US 

January 30, 2012 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Attn: Azam Khan, Deputy Chief of Staff 
Mail Stop - Office of Undersecretary and Director 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Sent via email: satel/iteof{ices@uspto.qov 

Re: 	 Comments on Additional USPTO Satellite Offices for the 
Nationwide Workforce Program (Docket No. PTO-C-2011-0066) 

Dear Mr. Kahn: 

I am pleased to submit this response to the USPTO's request for public comments on "Additional USPTO 
Satellite Offices for the Nationwide Workforce Programl/, in which the USPTO is requesting information 
on potential cities and regions for future locations of satellite offices. 

This response provides information on the Albany/Capital Region of New York State, which is an ideal 
location for a future USPTO satellite office as measured against all identified criteria. 

In summary, the Capital Region is a premiere site for high tech business and research, and hosts a 
vibrant and actively engaged intellectual property community. In addition, it offers proximity to major 
geographic markets, a highly qualified technical workforce, outstanding educational opportunities, a 
stable business environment, and excellent quality of life at an affordable cost of living. 

As the President of the Luther Forest Technology Campus and the past Executive Director of New York 
State's office of Science, Technology and Academic Research (NYSTAR), I have seen firsthand the 
important role the Capital Region (Tech Valley) plays in patent development. The Tech Valley Region is 
home to GE Global Research and GLOBALFOUNDRIES. These two industry titans have the ability to 
produce and spin off valuable intellectual property that continues to lead to job creation in our area and 
around the world. 

I strongly support the application and information already sent to you on behalf of our region. While 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics are critical knowledge paths for American 
competitiveness, it is equally important to strategically locate the resources such as a USPTO Satellite 
Office where it will serve the most good. Strategic placement of the office in Tech Valley not only 
provides access, but it will serve as a catalyst for knowledge and understanding of the often intimidating 
world of patents. 

The application provides information on the statistics and reasoning for our region's request. What you 
want see in statistics is the passion of the people in our region who continue to work together and 

Michael f?elyea. Esq .• President Jon M. Dawes. Jr.• Vice Presicient 
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advocate for the resources that allow us to remain competitive. There is no doubt that should this office 
be located in Tech Valley, it will be utilized to its maximum potential and beyond. Thank you for your 
consideration and attention to our request. Should you have any questions or would like to reach me by 
phone, please feel free to contact me at (518}-424-4248. 

~~.. 

~ely2:? '-

President 

Luther Forest Technology Campus, EDC 

www.Lutherforest.o_m 

518-587 -0945 


www.Lutherforest.o_m
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United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Attn: Azam Khan, Deputy Chief of Staff 

Mail Stop - Office of Undersecretary and Director 

P.O, Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 


Sent via email: satelliteojjices@uspto.gov 

Re: 	 Comments on Additional USPTO Satellite Offices for the 
Nationwide Workforce Program (Docket No. PTO-C-2011-0066) 

Dear Mr. Khan: 

I write to you as a former USPTO patent examiner, and now the managing partner of the largest IP law 
firm in upstate New York and the Chair of the Technology Executive Council for the Center for Economic 
Growth (CEG) in Albany, NY. 

It is with great enthusiasm that I fully support and endorse the comments submitted by my colleague 
Annette Kahler and many others proposing Albany, NY and the Capital Region of New York State as an 
ideal location for a future USPTO satellite office. 

While studying at George Washington University Law School I began my ca reer in patent law as an 
examiner with the USPTO. The experience that I received was unparalleled and prepared me for a long 
and successful career in intellectual property. Due to my personal experience as a patent examiner, I 
believe strongly that nationalizing the USPTO workforce through the opening of satellite offices will 
greatly benefit the entire patent system, and that the Albany/Capital Region of New York is an ideal site. 

The Capital Region which is home to Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, the oldest technological university 
in the US, the Global Research Center of General Electric, the College of Nanoscale Science and 
Engineering that houses the most advanced 200mm/300mm wafer facilities in the academic world and 
recently attracted Sematech, the semiconductor industry R&D consortium, and a new Global Foundries 
chip fabrication facility, is increasingly recognized, both nationally and internationally, as a premiere site 

Roch{'s/CT Offic,' - 100 ~Iendian Centre. SUlte 250. Rochester, New York 14618 - Telephone: (585) 288·,1832 - Facsimile (585) 288-2010 
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for high tech business and research. President Obama has twice visited to showcase our region as a 
model of successful public- academic- corporate collaboration in the innovation economy. 

The region also hosts a vibrant and actively engaged intellectual property community, and a law school 
that offers a concentration in IP. Many of the 32 attorneys and patent agents in our firm, for example, 
graduated from Albany Law School. 

In addition, the Capital region offers proximity to major geographic markets, a highly qualified technical 
workforce, outstanding educational opportunities, a stable business environment, and excellent quality 
of life at an affordable cost of living. 

As the USPTO implements the provisions of the America Invents Act and we enter a new era of patent 
practice, I urge you to consider the Albany New York/Capital Region as a viable and attractive location 
for a satellite office. 

Sincerely, 

8-d&~ 
Jeff Rothenberg 



INVEST~ 
Incubator fOT New Ventures in Emerging Sciences and Technologies r:fJ 

January 30, 2012 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Attn: Azam Khan, Deputy Chief of Staff 
Mail Stop - Office of Undersecretary and Director 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Sent via email: satel/itWfices(ii)us[Jfo.gov 
Re: Comments on Additional USPTO Satellite Offices for the Nationwide 
Workforce Program (Docket No. PTO-C-2011-0066) 

Dear Mr. Kahn: 

With this letter I join with many of my colleagues in the Capital Region of New York to 
support the establishment of a USPTO satellite office in our region. 

I write to you in my capacity as Director of the Incubator for New Ventures in 
Emerging Sciences and Technologies (INVEST) located at Russell Sage College in 
Troy, New York. INVEST is an exceptionally well equipped facility, offering 21 wet-lab 
workstations suitable for nanotechnology, energy, pharmaceutical and biotechnology 
clients. A separate wing has office suites available to users of lab space and flexible for 
"dry" ventures in IT or other fields and micro-enterprise. In addition to my role as 
Director of INVEST, I also direct the college's Laboratories for Interdisciplinary 
Studies in Emerging Sciences (ISES). 

As we grow our nation's innovation economy and encourage entrepreneurs to start new 
businesses, it is imperative that we have a strong and efficient patent system. For this 
reason, I SUppOlt the USPTO's efforts to streamline and improve the quality of our IP 
processes. Locating a USPTO satellite office in the Capital Region of New York would 
be an important step and a great boost for our region. Thank you for your consideration. 

~~ 
Thomas C. Keane, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor and Scientist, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry 

Founder, Director and Academic Liaison, INVEST @ Sage 

(Incubator tor New Ventures in Emerging Sciences and Technologies) 

Founder and Director, ISES Labs @ Sage 

(Laboratories tor Interdisciplinary Studies in Emerging Sciences) 


Russell Sage College 

http://www.sage.edulinvest 


office location 711st Street Troy, NY 12180 I mail 65 1St Street Troy, NY 12180 
e-mail keanet@sage.edu I telephone (518) 244-2299 I web sage.edu/invest 

mailto:keanet@sage.edu
http://www.sage.edulinvest
http:satel/itWfices(ii)us[Jfo.gov


Annette I. Kahler 

From: Annette I. Kahler 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2012 5:45 PM 
To: Annette I. Kahler 
Subject: FW: #USTPO Satellite Office 

From: Connolly, Jim <ConnollyJ@ellismedicinc.org> 
Date: Sat, Jan 28,2012 at 2:47 PM 
Subject: USTPO Satellite Office 
To: satelliteoffices@uspto.gov 
Cc: Laura Schweitzer <schweitl@uniongraduatecollege.edu> 

Dear Mr. Kahn, 

I am the president of Ellis Medicine in Schenectady N ew York. Ellis is the sole community hospital for the 
Schenectady region. The intent of this letter is to support the initiative of Annette 1. Kahler who is leading the 
Region's efforts to apply for consideration as a future location of a USTPO satellite office. 

Ellis Medicine was the product of a three hospital merger in Schenectady - a merger accomplished within 10 
months and characterized as "seamless" by the local newspapers. We currently employ over 3300 as a result of 
that consolidation with few people having lost their jobs. Since that merger Ellis has sought to be at the leading 
edge of innovation, most recently in the area of population health where our focus is to help sustain people's 
health and keep them in their homes and out of our ER and hospital. Accomplishing this on a large scale with 
such high prevalence of chronic disease in the American population requires creative application of advanced 
technologies. This kind of innovation and creativity is most frequently carried out at the local community level. 
Among other efforts, Ellis Medicine supports the efforts of Innogen, one of seventeen 
(17) business incubators providing support for a strong culture of entrepreneurship in the region which will help 
sustain this creativity. 

I hope that you will consider our region for development of the satellite. In addition to my role as hospital 
president, I serve on many business groups and the Board of the Schenectady Chamber of Commerce and was 
one of the founders of the Schenectady Stakeholders, a group of CEOs who have made commitments of time 
and money to the growth of Schenectady. I provide this information to you to give you a sense of 
the excitement and momentum the Region has. I know you will find the environment here highly supportive of 
your efforts . 

.Il1Tl COl11lolly 
Prc:;idclll U() 

111i::, \:h;:dicinc 
518-243-4141 
Connollyj(cu,ellismedicine.org 

http:Connollyj(cu,ellismedicine.org
mailto:schweitl@uniongraduatecollege.edu
mailto:satelliteoffices@uspto.gov
mailto:ConnollyJ@ellismedicinc.org


Annette I. Kahler 

From: Annette I. Kahler 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2012 6: 17 PM 
To: Annette I. Kahler 
Subject: FW: #Satellite Office Locations 

From: Walt Robb <waltrobb2@yahoo.com> 
Date: Mon, Jan 30, 2012 at 3:15 PM 
Subject: Satellite Office Locations 
To: satelliteoffices(a)uspto.gov 

Mr. Azam Kahn, Deputy Chief of Staff, 
United States Patent and Trademard Office 
PO Box 1450, Alexandria, Va. 22313 

Dear Mr Kahn, 

I am writing about the possible locations of the USPTO Satellite Offices for the Nationwide Workforce 
Program (Docket No. PTO-C-2011-0066), and am pleased to propose that one location for such an office be in 
what we call "Tech Valley", an area centered around the tri-cities of Albany, Troy and Schenectady, New 
York. 

Having spent my working life here, getting 12 patents decades ago, eventually being in charge of the GE 
Research Lab, and more recently being on the board of directors often local start-ups, I can attest to the pride 
that this area has in the people and process of getting patents. A few years ago, I calculated that Tech Valley 
got more patents per million population than any area of the country, helped largely by GE and IBM. But in 
addition, the colleges and small business in the area also contribute immensely. And we now have the Nano
Institute of SUNY University becoming a major contributor to our patents and professional man-power. SEMI
TECH has moved its national headquarters here, from Austin, as further evidence of where they thought the 
most breakthroughs in semiconductors were going to originate. I know no area of the country where the value 
of patents is better appreciated that right here. 

Your consideration of this area will put the Office in the center of a circle including Boston, New York 
City, and Rochester, making it accessible in a few hours driving to a sizeable fraction of the patents generated 
each year in the USA. If documentation on these patent density numbers would be helpful, I would be pleased 
to collect the data to confirm my estimates. 

Sincerely yours, 

Walter L. Robb 

Pres.Vantage Management 

518-782-0050 

1 

http:satelliteoffices(a)uspto.gov
mailto:waltrobb2@yahoo.com
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Susan E. Farley Shanna K O'Brien 
Nicholas Mesiti TKTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW Caroline B. Ahn 
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Jacquelyn A. Graff 

Of Counsel 
Jill M. Breedlove 
Annette 1. Kahler 
George S. Blasiak 

January 30, 2012 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Attn: Azam Khan, Deputy Chief of Staff 

Mail Stop - Office of Undersecretary and Director 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 


Sent via email: satelliteotfices@uspto.gov 

Re: Comments on Additional USPTO Satellite Offices for the 
Nationwide Workforce Program (Docket No. PTO-C-2011-0066) 

Dear Mr. Kahn: 

I write to lend support for the establishment of a USPTO satellite office in New York's 
Capital Region. In particular, a satellite office will have great benefits for the nation's cleantech 
community and its rapidly expanding patent landscape. 

In addition to a large number of local IP professionals, a Cleantech Cluster is present in 
the Capital/Tech Valley region. Several fuel cell companies, university research in the 
Cleantech area, a Cleantech incubator, the new Solar Photovoltaic Manufacturing Consortium, 
and other Cleantech businesses too numerous to mention, are all located nearby. The New York 
State Energy and Research Development Authority (NYSERDA) is based in Albany. GE's main 
R&D facility is located in Niskayuna with an emphasis on Wind turbine research, producing the 
associated patents. 

Rochester Oflice- 100 Meridian Centre, Suite 250, Rochester, New York 14618 - Telephone: (585) 288'4832 - Facsimile: (585) 288'2010 

mailto:satelliteotfices@uspto.gov
http:www.hrfmlaw.com


United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Attn: Azam Khan, Deputy Chief of Staff 
January 30,2012 
Page 2 

In fact, New York's Cleantech patent numbers have increased dramatically along that 
with that ofGE's Wind business as depicted in the below chart depicting the Clean Energy 
Patent Growth Index, published by our firm. Wind patents are in blue and the largest growth 
component has been GE's wind patents, largely driven by its R&D operation in Niskayuna. 

The large number of patent generators and IP professionals would find a satellite office in 
the Capital Region/Tech Valley extremely useful for meetings with examiners and other learning 
opportunities for IP enrichment that such facility would provide. Further, any examiners 
working out of such office would find the large number of IP professionals, Cleantech and other 
technical professionals, not to mention the large number of universities and associated IP, 
extremely stimulating. 

Thank you for your consideration ofNew York's Capital Region as a future location for a 
USPTO satellite office. I appreciate the opportunity to submit these comments. 

Sincerely, 

Victor Cardona 
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eCEG NEWVORK'S CAPITAL REG ION 
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CHOOSE  your lifestyle:  
urban,  Suburban or  rural 

access to natural food co-ops, 
local farmer’s markets and 
locally grown produce 

four seasons of 
outdoor pursuits 

HOME to first-rate education 
n 18 colleges and universities with a total 

enrollment of almost 105,000 students 
n Over 750 degree options 
n Award-winning K-12 school systems 

HOME to a competitive housing market 
n Abundant housing options to fit your preference 
n Reasonable, easy commutes 

HOME to global culture and dining 
n Active ethnic communities 
n Numerous restaurants with variety 

of global cuisines 

HOME to thriving arts scene 
n RPI’s Experimental Media & Performing 

Arts Center (EMPAC) 
n Museums & rich history 
n Multitude of summer music festivals 

HOME to professional and collegiate sports 
n Division I College Basketball at Siena College & 

University at Albany; Division I College Hockey 
at Union College & RPI 

n Access to Major League Sports in NYC, Buffalo, 
Boston and beyond 

HOME to all-season outdoor pursuits 
n Year-round recreation includes boating, fishing, 

hiking, swimming, apple picking, camping 
& skiing 

HOME to world-class performance venues 
n Capital Region welcomes the biggest names in 

rock, pop, country and classical 
n Saratoga Performing Arts Center (SPAC) 
n Times Union Center 
n Wealth of theater options including Proctors, 

The Palace, The Egg & Troy Music Hall 

WarrEn county 

affordable and 
abundant urban, 
suburban and rural 
residential settings 

SCHEnECTaDY county 

This theatre presents some of the 
Nation’s top touring productions: 
Phantom of the Opera, Spamalot, 
Wicked, The Producers...

The Balloon Festival is just 
spectacular... I’ve never seen  
anything like it!
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AlbanyAlbany 

Gore Mtn. 

Killington Mtn. 

Hunter Mtn. 

Jiminy Peak 

lakE PlaCiD:  2  time host to 
the winter olympic games 
(1932 ,  1980)  

an EaSY TriP by train to 
nyc,  boston or montreal 

1  capital city,  365  days of fun 

the saratoga race course is the
oldest and most prestigious
horse track in america 

5 public high schools in new york’s 
capital region placed among the
top 5% in the country 
{ Newsweek Magazine } 

The arts abound in this region in 
all forms... from ballet and opera to 
contemporary live music and galleries.

home to a top 15 academic
medical center 

I thought of you  
when I saw this house!

rEnSSElaEr county 

WarrEn 
county 

SCHEnECTaDY 
county 

SaraTOGa 
county 

rEnSSElaEr 
county 

albanY 
county 

SaraTOGa county 

FulTOn 
county 

rated among the best
green metro areas and
least stressful metro 
area in u.s. 

{ Sperling’s Best Places } 

MOnTGOMErY 
county 

SCHOHariE 
county 

GrEEnE 
county 

COluMbia 
county 

WaSHinGTOn 
county 

albanY county 
ranked #7 among fast-growing
cities that are still affordable 
{ MSN Money } 

I took a boat up the Hudson River, 
and learned a lot about the area’s 
rich history from our tour guide.

THE CaTSkill  MOunTainS  include one of the largest and 
most complex natural areas in the east — on par with 
the west’s yellowstone national park.  round,  forested 
mountains;  narrow, winding valleys;  rushing streams 
and rivers are features that attract many to the 600 ,000  
acres of the catskill  park.  

aDirOnDaCk Park:  at 6  million acres,  it  is  the 
largest protected area in the continental u.s. ;  
larger than yosemite,  everglades,  grand canyon 
and yellowstone national parks combined 



 
 
 

  

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

insider insight 
be where your opinion really matters 

we asked professionals from new york’s capital region to share their thoughts about the area. 
from corporate opportunity and global access, to quality of life and all-season activities, these 
comments share a common theme: accomplishment. 

›› 

›› 

›› 

›› 

›› 

›› ›› 

›› 

›› 

DaviD buiCkO 
Chief Operating Officer, The Galesi Group 

New York’s Capital Region has it all: award-winning colleges 
and universities, affordable housing, tremendous health care 
facilities, and recreational opportunities for each season. 

As a graduate of Siena College and a resident of the Albany 
area for over 35 years, the Capital Region is a place I proudly 
call home. The Galesi Group’s local and national success is 
due in part to the Capital Region’s talented, driven work force 
and its award-winning schools and universities. Most recently, 
the Capital Region has become the beneficiary of some of 
the largest economic development projects in the world: the 
$5 billion GLOBALFOUNDRIES Chip Fab Project in Malta, the 
Nanotechnology and Sematech Projects in Albany, the GE 
Healthcare Project in Rensselaer and the GE Battery and 
GE Renewable Headquarters Projects in Schenectady.  

kEn DalY 
President, national Grid new York 

As the local electricity and gas company, National Grid will 
continue to be a partner every step of the way, providing both 
the reliable energy solutions the 21st century demands, and 
the strategic economic development programs that help our 
customers grow. The Capital Region’s economic vitality is 
based on a history of innovation, investment and hard work. 
Setting the Capital Region apart is a collaborative spirit as 
demonstrated in the area’s leadership in nanotechnology.  

nOrM arMOur 
vP and General Manager, Fab 8, GlObalFOunDriES 

New York’s Capital Region is a special community filled with 
talented people, entrepreneurial small businesses, leading 
global corporations and world-class learning institutions. 
Historically, upstate New York has long been a home for 
innovation and cutting-edge technology. That spirit of 
innovation and leadership is once again coming home to New 
York. We’re building Fab 8 to be the world’s most advanced 
semiconductor manufacturing facility in the world and we 
believe this region has the right ingredients for phenomenal 
growth and success in the global 21st century economy. 

Dan PiCkETT 
Chairman & CEO, nfrastructure technologies 

The quality of life resources within our region are world
class and diverse, from the concert venues at SPAC to the 
Saratoga Race Course to Lake George. The resources 
within a half day’s drive are tremendous, from New York City 
to Boston to Philadelphia to Cape Cod. Our institutions of 
higher education produce a diverse world-class entry and 
executive level workforce of both technical and non-technical 
talent. Our location gives businesses a massive addressable 
market and tremendous operational leverage, being able to 
serve all of the markets face-to-face while having some cost 
benefits of being upstate versus downstate. 

Jan kElTJEnS 
President & CEO, angioDynamics 

The Capital Region has abundant resources available to our 
business, including advanced centers of education, like RPI 
and the University at Albany’s NanoCollege, and leading 
medical institutions, such as Albany Med and Ellis Medicine. 
The nearby Albany International Airport gives us the travel 
options our new global strategy demands, allowing us to build 
deeper connections with our customers around the world. 

JEnniFEr MaCPHEE 
Market President, bank of america 

We moved to the Capital Region when I was six years old, 
so to me it has always been home. There are so many 
reasons why I have stayed here and why my husband and 
I have chosen to raise our family here. I love the Saratoga 
Race Course, Lake George and the proximity of being only two 
and a half hours to New York City or Boston. To be able to 
live in a beautiful suburb and only be 6 miles from downtown 
Albany makes the work/life balance so much easier than 
many other cities. To be able to have the quality of life that 
the Capital District offers and work for one of the largest 
companies in the world allows me to not have to choose 
between career and family — I can have both. The business 
environment here is strong and the continued growth of 
New York’s Capital Region is bringing more and more talent 
to our area. 

riCk WHiTnEY 
President, M+W u.S., inc. 

The upstate environment has the best of both worlds — 
big city amenities combined with a warmth and friendliness 
more often associated with smaller cities. In the 5 years 
I have been working here, I have discovered a great 
entrepreneurial spirit and proactive climate within the 
business community. That ‘get it done’ attitude also feeds 
a deep involvement by businesses and business-sponsored 
groups within the community and with maintaining a very 
high quality of life for the workforce. Employees moving to 
the area are continually commenting on the affordability of 
housing, the wide variety of recreational activities, access to 
great cultural venues and the quality of the local schools for 
their children. These testimonials have helped educate the 2nd 
and 3rd wave of employees that we are recruiting to the area. 

Dr. SHirlEY JaCkSOn 
President, rensselaer Polytechnic institute 

New York’s Capital Region has great potential as a national 
model for innovation and growth. It is a vibrant, collaborative 
community, an innovation powerhouse surrounded by 
natural beauty, rich in cultural activities, and blessed with 
extraordinary educational resources — all leading to an 
exceptionally high quality of life. Rensselaer is proud to 
partner with CEG and the entire region in continuing to 
build success in New York’s Capital Region. 

Dr. anDrEW J. MaTOnak 
President, Hudson valley Community College 

In New York State’s Capital Region, higher education and 
industry work hand-in-hand to foster economic growth. 
These partnerships fit hand and glove with Hudson Valley 
Community College’s commitment to preparing students 
for a 21st-century workforce and economy. The sum of 
our efforts has created a state with one of the most vital, 
resilient and inclusive economies here in the U.S. and 
around the world. 

So, what will New York’s 
Capital Region mean to you?

Questions? comments? ideas? 
call us! 
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