Expert 35:Welcome to today’s On-line Chat, we will begin answering questions at 2:00pm.  Please note that not all questions posted will be answered.  We would like to also mention an upcoming Inventor Roundtable here at the USPTO Headquarters on March 29th.  Director Kappos will make opening remarks and then invite questions from the audience and those watching on the web.  The roundtable will address current issues of concern to the independent and small entity inventor community including patent reform legislation. Finally, the USPTO has a new electronic publication by the United States Patent and Trademark Office. Inventors Eye is for and about America’s independent and small entity inventor community.  To view the first issue go to http://www.uspto.gov/inventorseye/index.htm  While you wait for the chat to start you may find your question has been answered in one of our previous chat transcripts located at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/com/iip/transcripts.htm
CHAT March 16, 2010:We are ready to take questions at this time...

Tj-scala:- How long does a patent last?

Expert 40:The term of a patent (other than a design patent) begins on the date the patent issues and ends on the date that is 20 years from the date on which the application for patent was filed in the U.S. (see 35 U.S.C.154).  If the application claims the benefit of the filing date of an earlier U.S. application under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121, or 365(c), the end date is 20 years from the filing date of the earliest U.S. application.  Design patents have a term of 14 years from the date of the patent grant.
James S:Is there a contact group for providing feedback regarding our experiences with the USPTO?  Part II… If an individual at the USPTO is particularly rude and/or unhelpful is there some reporting mechanism?

Expert 35:James S - there is a new feedback channel posted on the USPTO homepage, http://www.uspto.gov/blog/   In reference to Part II, if your examiner is being rude, you should contact his Supervisory Patent Examiner, you can find out who that is through the Employee Locator, http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/emlocator
bill:I have a patent application pending for about 30 months, which is more than average in my art unit, plus it's a continuation of an of earlier application that was pending another 30 months.  So I've been waiting about 5 years total.  My question is -- is there any method to just find out where an application stands in the qeue without having to call the examiner personally.

Expert 40:Bill: You can call the Technology Center directly and the someone in the Directors Office should be able to give you a general idea of what filing date they are working on.  The phone numbers can be found at http://www.uspto.gov/patents/contact_patents.jsp
Carol:What is the wait time from application of a Patent to issuance?

Expert 40:Carol: The wait times varies widely among the various technologies. A relatively simple technology might have a wait time as short as 12 months while a more complicated technology could have a wait time as long as 4 to 5 years.

Clint:I am currently looking to trademark a business name.  I am looking to do this myself rather than take on the thousands of dollars to pay an attorney.  Can I perform a comprehensive trademark search using the USPTO resources to adequately protect myself?

Expert 65:Clint, yes, you  can search the USPTO database of federally registered, pending, and dead marks free of charge through TESS (Trademark Electronic Search System) available  on the USPTO Website at http://tess2.uspto.gov/bin/gate.exe?f=login&p_lang=english&p_d=trmk. You can also perform a free search in the Trademark Public Search Library located at the USPTO.  Please keep in mind that if you elect to file a trademark application with the USPTO, your application will be assigned to an examining attorney who will perform their own search of USPTO records.

dawn tilton:when doing the drawings how techinal should they be should they include measuremeants or is it better to leave them out

Expert 40:Dawn: Measurements are rarely used in drawings. Drawings are required when necessary to understand the invention specified in the claims.  The drawing must show every feature of the invention specified in the claims.  However, conventional features disclosed in the description and claims, where their detailed illustration is not essential for a proper understanding of the invention should be illustrated in the drawing in the form of a labeled representation (e.g., a labeled rectangular box).  See 37 CFR 1.83.
Guest:My question is in regard to company filing patents on behalf of the joint inventors.  If a patent is awarded and the joint inventors were not on the patent, does this affect the status of the patent?

Expert 90:Guest: While a company may file an application on behalf of their employees, all persons who were inventors must be identified in the application. To correct inventorship in a patent application, see 37 CFR 1.48.  If a patent were granted on a patent application in which the inventorship was incorrectly identified, correction is permitted under 35 U.S.C. 256 and 37 CFR 1.324.

Mr Witty:If I file a non-provisional application, to what extent (what criterion does the USPTO use) can changes to be made to a provisional application that references the non-provisional for a filing date? In other words if I make small design changes to the non-provisional, would that disqualify me from using my previous non-provisional filing date?

Expert 40:Mr. Witty: When you asked “changes to be made to a provisional application that references the non-provisional application for a filing date,” I am assuming that you are referring to making changes to a non-provisional application rather than to a provisional application since a provisional application does NOT reference a non-provisional application for a filing date.  One of the requirements for a later-filed non-provisional application to be entitled to the benefit of the filing date of an earlier-filed non-provisional application is that the subject matter in the later-filed application must have support in the earlier-filed application.  Therefore, if you include subject matter in your later-filed application that is not disclosed in the earlier-filed application, that subject matter will not get the benefit of the filing date of the earlier-filed application. See 35 U.S.C. 120 and 37 CFR 1.78(a).
Elsie Spry 2:It appears through a long process of divisional patents, my patent lawyers may have inadvertantly dropped one of the applications.  Can protection for this application be renewed since the application was issued patent in another country (thereby no prior Art, even though inventor is the same)?

Expert 20:Elsie Spry 2, when you stated that your “lawyers may have inadvertently dropped one of the applications” I am assuming that you meant one of the applications was “abandoned.”  If this is the case and you want to prosecute this abandoned application then the abandoned application may be revived under 37 CFR 1.137(a) or (b), whichever is appropriate. 
Rob:Can I file a PPA online? How many times can a PPA be re-filed?

Expert 35:Rob-You can file a provisional application online, go to http://www.uspto.gov/patents/process/file/efs/index.jsp.  A provisional application is regarded as abandoned 12 months after the filing date of the provisional application and is not subject to revival after the 12 months period.  During this 12-month period, you may file a non-provisional application claiming the benefit of the filing date of the provisional application under 35 U.S.C. 119(e).  If within this 12-month period you decide not to file the non-provisional application but instead want to “re-file” another provisional application, you may do so provide you have not made a public disclosure of the invention in the second provisional application more than one year prior to the filing date of the second provisional application.  
Claire:If I get a utility patent for an invention that, by its nature, can take an unlimited number of shapes, can someone else get a design patent on one or more of those shapes, and would that preclude me from selling my product in that shape?

Expert 40:Claire: Utility patents cover how something is made and how it works; design patents cover the ornamental design applied to or embodied in an article of manufacture.  If the patent holder only has a utility patent, then the appearance of that article does not have patent protection.  If someone else has a design patent for a particular appearance, that person would have the legal right to exclude the first patent holder from making or selling articles having that patented appearance (at least until the design patent expires).

 

Tj-scala:- Good Afternoon....How much is required to pay for a patent?

Expert 50:Tj-scalaThe filing fee for a utility patent application (other than a design, plant and provisional application) is $545 for a small entity (basic filing fee of $165, search fee of $270 and examination fee of $110). There are additional fees such as excess claims fee, issue fee and publication fee as well. For a complete list of our fees, please see our fee schedule at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/ac/qs/ope/fee2009september15.htm.

technomarvel:Is there a time limit for patent examiner to reply on each office action? some mention 2 or 3 month, is that accurate?

Expert 105:technomarvel---Examiners generally have up to 2 months to respond to communications made by applicants in response to non-final Office actions, and 10 days to respond to communications made in response to Final Office actions.

Mr Witty:The patent forms are all in pdf format. Is there any plan to put them in Microsoft Word and Excel as well?

Expert 35:Mr. Witty - at this time there are no plans to put our forms in Word and/or Excel.
Tj-scala:- Asia is moving at a fast pace with green technology...N I will think that USA as well will want to at the ahead of the game...So what is being done to improve the time at which green patents are patented?

Expert 90:Tj-scala:USPTO, like many other countries, is working to facilitate an expedited review of patent applications which address green technologies. In this vein, the USPTO has implementing a pilot program in which an applicant may have an application advanced out of turn (accorded special status) for examination, for applications pertaining to green technologies including greenhouse gas reduction (applications pertaining to environmental quality, energy conservation, development of renewable energy resources or greenhouse gas emission reduction).  Currently, an application pertaining to environmental quality, or energy conservation, development of renewable energy resources or greenhouse gas reduction will not be advanced out of turn for examination unless it meets the requirements of the accelerated examination program.  Under the Green Technology Pilot Program, applications pertaining to environmental quality, energy conservation, development of renewable energy, or greenhouse gas emission reduction, will be advanced out of turn for examination without meeting all of the current requirements of the accelerated examination program (e.g., examination support document).  The USPTO will accept only the first 3,000 petitions to make special in previously filed new applications, provided that the petitions meet the requirements set forth in the notice published on December 8, 2009, in the Federal Register. For more on the pilot program visit http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/green_tech.jsp
Rob:If I filed a PPA and it expired, can I re-send it and receive a new filing date?

Expert 40:Rob: as long as you have not made a public disclosure more than one year prior to the filing date, you can resend it and receive a new filing date.

Guest:My question is in regard to company filing patents on behalf of the joint inventors.  If a patent is awarded and the joint inventors were not on the patent application, does this affect the status of the patent?

Expert 50:Guest - Patents are issued in the names of the inventors. If there has been an error in naming the inventors  and the error was not discovered until after the patent has issued, the error may be corrected by filing a request under 37 CFR 1.324.  See also MPEP 1481.01 available at: http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/mpep/mpep_e8r7_1400.pdf
Clint:If I do a trademark search and find a company who registered a name the same as mine, but my business offers a completely different service.  Is it still ok to move forward with the registration of that name?

Expert 65:Clint, information about the analysis involved in determining whether one mark is confusingly similar to another, or whether a mark is available for registration, would involve providing legal advice. The USPTO is unable to provide legal advice regarding your particular situation or advise you regarding whether another mark is confusingly similar to yours, or whether your mark is available.  However, information about the analysis  involved in determining whether one mark is confusingly similar to another is in Section 1207 of the Trademark Manual of Examining Procedure, available under Trademarks, Guides on the uspto.gov Website.

Guest:Can the corporation assume the rights for every patent of the inventor (employee) or must the inventor authorize the release of each patent on each application?

Expert 50:Guest – The rights that a company would have in any invention created by their employees would all depend upon the employment contract that the employees has with the company.  Note that if the inventor signed an assignment agreement where the inventor assigned all the rights to the invention to the company and that assignment agreement is recorded in the USPTO, the company may take over prosecution of the patent application under 37 CFR 3.71.
Bob B.:Is there a source of information about the problems that are unique to inventions that are involved in international transportation?What protection is available for a patent that is granted for building a ship when the ship is registered to another countryand spends most of its time traveling in international waters but delivers products to the U.S.?Would I have to have a patent in the country where the ship is registered?What if the ship is registered in another country but is owned by a company that has offices in the U.S.?

Expert 40:Bob B: Wherever you want protection for your invention, you need to have a patent in that country. If you are concerned about the technology in your ship in another country, then you need to get patent protection in that country. Each country has its own patent laws and costs associated with getting patents so it is important to think carefully about what you want/need to protect.

Tj-scala:- Thank You For Answering All My Questions....I Appreciate It.

Expert 40:Tj-scala: Thank you!

Elsie Spry 2:Expert 20:  Is there an agreement with US and UK that I can start the patent application other way 'round?  The UK patent has been fully published.

Expert 90:Elsie Spry: The USPTO currently has a cooperative work sharing pilot program in place called the patent prosecution highway or PPH. Under the Patent Prosecution Highway , an applicant receiving a ruling from either the United Kingdom Intellectual Property Office (UK IPO) or the USPTO that at least one claim in an application is patentable may request that the other office fast track the examination of corresponding claims in corresponding applications. The Patent Prosecution Highway will leverage fast-track patent examination procedures already available in both offices to allow applicants in both countries to obtain corresponding patents faster and more efficiently. The trial period was set to expire 04 September 2008 , but the USPTO has decided to extend the PPH pilot program until further notice.  See http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/pph_ukipo.jsp for additional information.  In addition, please note the USPTO has announced additional cooperation with the UK IPO for future programs and studies, see the press release at http://www.uspto.gov/news/pr/2010/10_09.jsp
Carol:How often are you having these 'chats'?

Expert 45:Carol - the on-line chats are held bi-monthly.  The next chat is scheduled for May 2010.  Please refer to USPTO Website for date and time.
Claire:re: previous question from ROB / Expert 40 Regarding a 2nd filing of a second PPA to gain more time: isn't it the case that the contents of the original PPA will be made public after 18 months, and thus in the public domain?

Expert 40:Claire: Provisional patent applications are not published. However, if you file a non-provisional application that claims the benefit of the filing date of the provisional application, when the non-provisional application is published at 18 months from the filing date of the provisional application, the provisional application as originally filed may be provided to the public upon request (see 37 CFR 1.14(a)(1)(iv) – (vi).
technomarvel:my last entry on transaction history was dated 12/29/2009 "Date Forwarded to Examiner" that is 2 and half month ago? Is that unusual?

Expert 105:technomarvel:  it is not unusual for it to take a little more than 2 months due to the time it takes for responses to be mailed and to occasional processing delays.  You can certainly contact the examiner of record to confirm that a response is forthcoming, using the contact information provided in the last Office action.

Tj-scala:- Not many inventors have enough money to purchase a patent....N we all know that technology is a fast pace...So what do you suggest a person should do, so that the person can patent his/her invention and at the same time meet up with the pace of technology?

Expert 25:Tj-scala, you're right, it is a challenge to attract investors for your invention idea.  You can go to your nearest Patent and Trademark Library (see www.uspto.gov/go/ptdl) to check out books and articles on how to attract investors, license your invention.  Many of these libraries work with Small Business Development Centers to promote programs on how to start a small business and write a business plan.  Also, they can tell you if there is an inventors group in your area.  Also, don't forget that if you qualify for small entity status, most of the fees are reduced by half.

technomarvel:I tried to seach by the name of patent examiner but it doen't seem to work? Is that function disabled by any reason?

Expert 20:technomarvel, the search function through the USPTO website does allow for focused searching in numerous different fields, including by patent examiner.  Using the proper syntax when field searching is critical though.  Please see the following for tips on field searching (http://www.uspto.gov/patft/help/helpflds.htm), or seek help from the search experts at your local PTDL.

Virginia pecorino:We have applied for a first provisional patent application and three months later we want to add new materials to our first provisional patent application. Do we need to only include new material in the second application or also include all the previous materials of the first provisional patent application?

Expert 50: Virginia pecorino – If you already have a provisional application and have made improvements you can file a new provisional application with the new material added. The new provisional application should fully support the invention that will be claimed later when the non-provisional application is filed.

Mr Witty:Following up on Rob's question, he would have to have his initial PPA filed with non-disclosure in order to meet the "not make a public disclosure"?

Expert 40:Mr. Witty: I am assuming that when you stated the initial provisional application was filed “with non-disclosure” you are referring to the filing of a non-publication request.  If my assumption is correct then the answer to your question is that there is no need to file a request for non-publication in the provisional application since provisional applications are not published.
Expert 35:We have experts available waiting for your questions!!

Mr Witty:What is the preferred method of contacting an Examiner?

Expert 45:Mr. Witty - the preferr method of contacting the examiner is via phone.

James S:Could you provide some information on the status of Ombudsman Program/Office for resolution of issues?

Expert 40:James S: The Ombudsman Program is currently being refined based on the comments received from the public in response to the Federal Register Notice which described the plan for the program. When the program is ready to be launched, it will be announced in a Federal Register Notice as well as on the USPTO home page.

Carol:Will we have an opportunity to 'copy/print' this dialogue at the end of the sesions?

Expert 35:Carol - We will make the transcripts available on the USPTO homepage in about 2 weeks

Bob B.:If a ship built with features patented in the U.S. is built and registered in another country but is used to deliver products to the U.S., does a U.S. patent offer any protection?

Expert 40:Bob B: A U.S. patent that claims particular features offers the protection of the features in the U.S. only. If a patent is issued in another country, that patent offers protection for the claimed features in that country only.

dawn tilton:once we turn in a ppa how long normaly dose it take to get the patent number or do we even get one with a ppa

Expert 50:Dawn Tilton – Please note that a provisional patent application is not examined and will not issue as a patent. You must file a non-provisional application that will be examined in order to be able to get a patent. The non-provisional application may claim the benefit of the filing date of the earlier-filed provisional application if the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 119(e) are satisfied.  A filing receipt should be coming to you within a few weeks of filing of either the provisional or non-provisional application.

Angie:I am totally new to this arena but I have a novice question. If I have an idea I believe will be a great asset to lives of others, it it recommended that I patent the idea before seeking consruction? I know what the product is, just looking for some people to bring it to life with me.

Expert 35:Angie - An idea is different from an invention, an invention has to be new, useful and non-obvious and fully described so that others can make and use it.  You may want to visit our Web site, specifically the Inventors Resource page for some basic information and then consider visiting a Patent and Trademark Depository Library for assistance when conducting a patent search.

Guest:Thank you answering my questions.

Expert 35:Guest - Your welcome

Claire:So, is it the case that, if you filed a PPA and didn't disclose to anyone (or to anyone without a confidentiality agreement), that you could file another within the 1-year to extend your time before filing the actual utility patent, yet still keep the benefit of the filing date of your original PPA submission?

Expert 90:Claire:Once you have filed a provisional patent application, and you have not disclosed the invention to anyone, you may file a second or subsequent provision patent application but they will not extend the time period in which you may file your non-provisional application. With each provisional application, you re-start the one year time clock in which you must file your non-provisional application. One word of caution to you in doing so is that you will lose that earliest filing date obtained by your first provisional application. For more information on provisional applications, please see MPEP section 201.04(b).

Mr Witty:If I file a patent application and am issued a patent in the US only, does that mean that someone in a foreign country can copy my patent and then file "their" patent application in other foreign countries? If so, can they manufacture the patent in a foreign country and then sell it in the US without any legal ramifications?

Expert 40:Mr. Witty: A U.S. patent gives you protection of your claimed invention in the U.S. only. While someone can manufacture your claimed invention in a foreign country, they can't sell it in the U.S. without any legal ramifications because your US patent grants you the right to preclude others from making, using, offering for sale or selling your invention in the U.S.  As to your question regarding who can file a patent application in a foreign country, you will need to consult the filing requirements in that particular foreign office.
Mr Witty:Following up on my previous question/answer: So if I only intend on selling my patented product in the US, then I would not have any need to go through the expense or hassle of filing for a foreign application. True?

Expert 40:Mr. Witty: If you don’t need/want patent protection in a foreign country then you don’t need to file for patent protection in that country. 
technomarvel:In addition to patent examiner, who else can to review a patent application? I hope there is more than a few, just to be fair.

Expert 105:technomarvel----while the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences can review the propriety of an examiner's decision if you so choose to appeal an application that contained claims that have been twice rejected, there is only one examiner examining any application at any given time.  Note that the work of all junior examiners is reviewed and approved by their supervisor.  Examiners that have been granted signatory authority have the ability to sign their own work products.

Tom:My company manufactures bbq pits.  I'm looking at marketing my newly created bbq sauce.  I want to use my logo, that I have marked.  Do I need to file another app for the sauce, or am I already covered?

Expert 65:Tom, If you have a registered mark for barbeque pits, you must file another application if you want to register the mark for the barbeque sauce.  Your current registration covers only the goods that are named in the current registration. You may file your new application online through the Trademark Electronic Application System (TEAS) at http://www.uspto.gov/teas/e-TEAS/index.html.

Angie:Okay. Well, I believe I have a new invention that is all that you described above. Please explain the statement, "fully described so that others can make and use it."

Expert 20: Angie, The invention must be described in enough detail so that one skilled in the art of the invention, not merely a layperson from an unrelated field, would be able to take the disclosure of the application and re-create the invention.  For further details of these written description criterion, please see MPEP section 2162+ (http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/mpep/mpep_e8r6_2100.pdf)

Claire:re: patent search (utility patent): is it enough to search the databases provided online at the USPTO website, or are there other resources that should be searched in Alexandria?

Expert 25:Claire: Good question.  In order to do a good job of searching U.S. patents and published applications, you can use the resources on the USPTO Website.  We recommend that you use both keyword searching AND classification searching when using our PatFT and AppFT databases.  However, there are other sources where inventions can be publicly disclosed:  books, articles, Web sites, conference proceedings, and dissertations, etc.  Non-patent literature sources are often referenced in U.S. patents as relevant prior art.  Libraries near you may have additional access to databases that search the scientific and technical literature--it depends entirely on what your library freely offers to the public.  Our Patent and Trademark Depository Libraries (PTDLs)are good places to go to search the non-patent literature (see www.uspto.gov/go/ptdl) as well as the patent literature.  At PTDLs they can also show you the basics of searching non-U.S. patents and published applications on Websites such as those of foreign patent offices.

David:If one files a U.S. utility patent for a process that produces a commodity.  Does that protect the commodity from being sold in the U.S. using that process (even if the process was being done in China where no patent was filed and the resulting commodity exported to the U.S.) or does it only protect the process from being replicated and used in the U.S. to sell to U.S. consumers?

Expert 35: David if the invention is a process, 35 U.S.C. 154 states such a patent grants the patentee the right to exclude others from using, offering for sale or selling throughout the U.S. or importing into the U.S. products made by that process.
James S:Does the USPTO offer any courses or other Out-Reach programs (in addition to these chats, the Inventor Assistance Center (which is Very Good), etc. to assist new inventors to the world of how to prosecute a patent?  Does the USPTO work with any Universities or Community Colleges to provide classes?

Expert 40:James S: The USPTO does not work with any universities or community colleges to provide classes; however, our outreach program conducts at least two regional or national conferences per year in addition to the information on our Website. We offer educational programs through the Patent and Trademark Depository Libraries. In addition, there are instructional videos on our Website as well as podcasts on iTunes. We suggest that you also contact a local independent inventor group for additional assistance. You can find a list of those attached to our Inventor Eye newsletter.
Bob B.:Is there a source of information about the problems that are unique to inventions that are involved in international transportation?

Expert 35:Bob - There is no particular source here at the USPTO about invention involved in international transportation.

Claire:Expert 90 / re: extending time via 2nd PPA: is it the case, though, that even though the original PPA's date would not apply, that I would be protected during that entire 2-year-long, 2-PPA interval from someone else claiming priority on my invention? (I would file a regular patent before the end of the 2 years.)

Expert 90:Claire:No, your non-provisional application filed one year from the second provisional application will only get the benefit of the filing date of the second-filed provisional application. Your non-provisional application would not be entitled to the benefit of the filing date of the first provisional application.  Keep in mind, to avail yourself of the filing date of the first provisional application, you must - by the one year date- file your non-provisional application. 

technomarvel:I see a published patent application that is very similar to mine but filed in later date, can I point it out to my patent examiner, so he can "kill two birds with one stone"?

Expert 50:Technomarvel – Thank you for the suggestion. When our examiner performs a search of the prior art, he/she should be able to find the published patent application that you are referring to. 
technomarvel:Is continuous or is there a particular time of day, or day of the week for the Patent PAIR system to be updated?

Expert 20:technomarvel, the information in PAIR is real-time.  As the USPTO updates the official file contents, these updates will also occur in PAIR.

Chris 2:When can I use the TM and SM symbol on my trademark?

Expert 65:The TM symbol is usually used to indicate an unregistered trademark and is used on goods (physical things).  The SM symbol is usually used to indicate an unregistered service mark, and is used for services, such as accounting or hotel services.  You do not need a USPTO registered trademark, or even a pending USPTO application for a trademark, to use these symbols.  However, you can only use the R symbol if your mark is registered with the USPTO.

technomarvel:You mention "mail" while answering my previous question on examiner response time. Do you mean "mail" with stamps? I hope that is not the case, wouldn't that be too old fashioned?

Expert 40:technomarvel: what we mean by mail is the response received from applicant which could be electronic or in paper form.

Mr Witty:Expert 40: So if I want maximum legal protection in the US and not do any foreign filing, then I should also manufacture the product in the US only. Cant someone in a foreign land still produce cheap "knock-offs" and sell them into any country that I have not been issued a patent in without any legal ramifications?

Expert 40:Mr. Witty: Yes you are correct that someone could produce knockoffs and sell them into any country that you have no patent protection in. You will only be protected in countries where you have received a patent.

James:I've been using my trademark for several years, but I never bothered to register it with the PTO.  Now a new company is using a very similar mark for the same type of restaurant.  Do I have any TM rights?

Expert 65:The USPTO may provide general information but cannot give you legal advice regarding your particular situation.  You may contact a private attorney familiar with trademark matters for assistance.  The USPTO cannot recommend a particular attorney.

technomarvel:How to tell if an examiner is junior or senior?

Expert 105:technomarvel---all Office actions are approved and signed by an examiner who has the signatory authority to do so.  Who signs an action therefore depends on the type of Office action and whether or not the examiner of record has that authority.  That said, if the signature on the last Office action matches the examiner of record then that examiner is a more senior examiner.

James S:Is there any plan to make these chats Audio so that questions may be more complex, interactive and make them more accessible to the hearing impaired.

Expert 35:James S  - We are always looking for ways to improve our outreach, so it is not out of the question.  You might consider attending our next Independent Inventors Conference tentatively planned for this November.

Expert 35:Thank you to all that joined the chat today.    Our next chat will be May 2010 and the exact date will be posted on the USPTO homepage.  The transcript from today will be in about 2 – 3 weeks on the USPTO homepage.

