
July 2005 CLASSIFICATION DEFINITIONS 102 - 1 

CLASS 102, AMMUNITION AND EXPLOSIVES 

SECTION I - CLASS DEFINITION 

This is the residual class for ammunition propelled by 
explosives and explosives methods or means which 
includes: 

Missile, blasting means, payload, pyrotechnic, gun 
ammunition and/or miscellaneous explosive means. 

Gun barrel cleaning means which are propelled through 
the barrel by explosive or fluid under high pressure. 

Fluid under high pressure, other then chemical reaction, 
which escape very rapidly. 

Material which burns or combusts which is intended to 
be projected, dropped, thrown, or propelled is proper for 
the class. (1) By releasing a combustion material to the 
atmosphere, e.g., gas, incendiary shell, grenade, etc. (2) 
By generating heat to damage an object, e.g., thermite 
means. 

Subcombinations peculiar to the class which are not 
classified in other classes, e.g., cartridge case, primer 
ignitor, fuse, sabot, rifling band, wad, propellant form, 
etc. 

Dummy, practice, drill, training ammunition, etc., is 
classified with the conventional ammunition. 

Patents issued prior to 1950 have not in all instance been 
classified by their claimed disclosure but by their total 
disclosure so that placement of these older patents does 
not necessarily indicate lines of classification. 

The Search Notes below also contain classification 
lines. 

SECTION II - REFERENCES TO OTHER 
CLASSES 

SEE OR SEARCH CLASS: 
29, Metal Working, subclass 421.2 for shaping by 

direct application of explosive pressure. 
42, Firearms, for guns and gun ammunition combi-

nations. 
72, Metal Deforming, subclass 53 for shaping 

metal by shot-blasting; and subclass 56 for 
shaping metal by an explosive. 

86,	 Ammunition and Explosive-Charge Making, 
for the processes of making explosive charges 
or ammunition for firearms, ordnance, pyro-
technic, blasting charges, etc. 

89,	 Ordnance, for guns of the class type and sub-
class 1.14 for explosive-operated apparatus, 
e.g, explosive and door hinge, tool explosively 
actuated, band release, expansion of tube, cable 
cutter, etc. 

109,	 Safes, Bank Protection, or a Related Device, 
subclasses 36+ for safe, bank protection and 
related devices combined with explsive means. 

114,	 Ships, subclasses 20.1+ for marine torpedoes 
having self-propulsion; and subclass 221 for 
chain cutting. 

116,	 Signals and Indicators, subclasses 11, 15, 17, 
23, 78, 83, 87+, and 105 for detonating alarms 
adapted to be fired by intruders or by the occur-
rence of some event. 

122,	 Liquid Heaters and Vaporizers, subclass 24 for 
explosive-type fluid boilers. 

123,	 Internal-Combustion Engines, subclasses 24 
and 183 for internal-combustion engines and 
engines starters employing gun-powder 
charges. 

149,	 Explosive and Thermic Compositions or 
Changes, for explosive and thermic composi-
tion. 

166,	 Wells, subclass 299 for well processes using 
explosives; subclass 55.1 for well-tubing per-
forators operated by explosives combined with 
a disparate feature and perforator which do not 
act inherently to penetrate the formation; and 
subclass 63 for well apparatus with an explo-
sive means. 

169,	 Fire Extinguishers, subclasses 28 and 58 for 
explosive fire extinguisher. 

175,	 Boring or Penetrating the Earth, subclasses 1 
and 2+ for process or apparatus for boring a 
hole into the earth including a below-ground 
explosion or for subject matter relating to a gun 
or shape charge device for penetrating an earth 
formation or perforating a casing or other wall 
member in an inaccessible hole in the earth, see 
the class definition of Class 175 for the line 
between classes (102) and 175. 

181,	 Acoustics, subclass 116 for geophysical or sub-
surface exploration using an explosive. 

206,	 Special Receptacle or Package, subclass 524.1 
for ammunition receptacles. 

224,	 Package and Article Carriers, subclasses 191+ 
for cartridge belts. 

December 2004 Edition 


















































































































