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CLASS 56, HARVESTERS 

SECTION I - CLASS DEFINITION 

This class includes means for severing crops which 
grow above the surface of the ground, without disturb-
ing the soil, and means for gathering the same from the 
field after they are severed.  Subject matter relating to 
cutting crop material lying on the ground without dis-
turbing the soil is also included. 

SECTION II - LINES WITH OTHER CLASSES 
AND WITHIN THIS CLASS 

Cutting implements carried in the hand or by the body 
and capable of general application are classified in Class 
30, Cutlery. 

The raking devices in this class are limited to the type 
that are designed to gather hay, straw, grass, leaves, or 
the like. Intermittent loaders, which may travel over the 
ground and which have forks which gather a load and 
then swing upwardly to lift the same and dump it, are 
classified in Class 414, Material or Article Handling. 

Beet crop harvesters, such as beet harvesters, potato-
diggers, and the like, and means for uprooting and 
recovering stalks or weeds are classified in Class 171, 
Unearthing Plants or Buried Objects. 

Stone gatherers which gather stones by impelling the 
above ground portions of partially buried stones are 
found in Class 171, Unearthing Plants or Buried 
Objects, subclasses 63+. See the Notes to this subclass 
for other types of gatherers. 

Machines for scooping up manure are classified in Class 
37, Excavating, subclasses 118+. 

(1)	 Note. See (19) Note of the class definition 
of Class 30, Cutlery. 

(2)	 Note. See (5) Note of the class definition 
of Class 294, Handling:  Hand and Hoist-
Line Implements. 

SUBCLASSES 

1 MISCELLANEOUS: 
This subclass is indented under the class defini-
tion.  Inventions falling and not classifiable 
elsewhere. 

2 CONVERTIBLE: 
This subclass is indented under the class defini-
tion. Machines which by removing, inter-
changing, or shifting certain parts may be con-
verted from one type of harvester into another. 

SEE OR SEARCH THIS CLASS, SUB-

CLASS:

400.04+,for convertible hand rakes.


3 Cutter and detachable conveyer: 
This subclass is indented under subclass 2. 
Having means to cut grain and convey it away 
from the point where it falls, but capable of 
being converted into a mower by detachment 
of the conveying means. 

4 Vertical axis: 
The conveying means comprising a rake oscil-
lating or revolving about a vertical axis. 

5 Cutter and detachable catcher: 
This subclass is indented under subclass 2. 
Having means to cut grain and catch it as it 
falls, but capable of being converted into a 
mower by the detachment of the catcher. 

6 GANG: 
This subclass is indented under the class defini-
tion. Devices comprising two or more similar 
cutting units each comprising a cutter and 
frame or mounting means, which units are con-
nected together and operated as a single 
machine. 

SEE OR SEARCH THIS CLASS, SUB-

CLASS:

13.6+, for a harvester having plural, motor-


driven cutter-units. 
234+, for hedge or plant row trimmers hav-

ing a plurality of cutters. 
238, for cutting devices which make suc-

cessive cuts at different heights. 
251, for rotating cutting reels having an 

auxiliary cutter. 
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