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CLASS 47, PLANT HUSBANDRY

SECTION I - CLASS DEFINITION

This is the parent class for apparatus and processes
employed in treating the earth and its products and
includes all inventions relating thereto that have not
been especially provided for in other classes.

SECTION II - REFERENCES TO OTHER
CLASSES

SEE OR SEARCH CLASS:

30, Cutlery, appropriate subclasses for mere cut-

83,

99,

111,

118,

134,

160,

172,

ting implements adapted for use in plant hus-
bandry, but of more general utility.

Cutting, appropriate subclasses for the cutting
and slicing of material in general including
vegetables and other foods.

Foods and Beverages: Apparatus, appropriate
subclasses for apparatus relating to the preser-
vation and preparation of foods and beverages,
including earth products, and for separating
one distinguishable portion of a food item from
another.

Planting, appropriate subclasses for processes
and implements for inserting in the ground
seed, fertilizer, poison, plants, or other material
or objects handled in a similar manner.

Coating Apparatus, subclasses 13+ for appara-
tus for coating edible material.

Cleaning and Liquid Contact With Solids,
appropriate subclasses and the notes thereto for
apparatus for applying liquid to solid earth
products.

Flexible or Portable Closure, Partition, or
Panel, for (1) panel units in which a flexible
fabric or other flexible sheet material forms the
panel portion, (2) in the form of panel units
formed of plural strips, slats, or panels inter-
connected for relative motion (excluding those
connected only by a common operator or
mounted on a common support), (3) panel units
the form of portable partitions and (4) parts
(1)-(3) combined with each other or with rigid
closures or panels.

Earth Working, appropriate  subclasses, for
subject matter relating only to working the
earth. Combinations of earth working means
with other means, such as for treating the earth
by heating or for plant handling are in Class 47.
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504,
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Solid Material Comminution or Disintegration,
appropriate subclasses for the comminution of
material in general including vegetables and
other foods.

Agitating, for apparatus for mixing materials
with earth products.

Food or Edible Material: Processes, Composi-
tions, and Products, appropriate subclasses for
products and processes of perservation and
preparation of edible material, including earth
products.

Coating Processes, appropriate subclasses,
especially subclass 4 for processes of coating
plant members, including seeds, with composi-
tions which do not affect their growth charac-
teristics.

Stock Material or Miscellaneous Articles, sub-
classes 17+ for either simulated or treated non-
living, natural articles having the general
appearance and structure of plants.

Chemistry: Molecular Biology and Microbiol-
ogy, subclasses 93 and 185 for materials and
processes that contain germinated seeds; sub-
classes 291.1+ for apparatus for malting or
mashing; and appropriate subclasses for mate-
rials that contain molds, yeasts, bacteria plant
cells or other living organisms, or for processes
of making such materials or using such materi-
als in fermentations, or propagating such living
organisms, or for compositions or apparatus for
use in such processes, or processes of making
such compositions.

Plant Protecting and Regulating Compositions,
subclasses 116+ for compositions for treating
terrestrial or aquatic plants or their habitat with
chemicals which affect the growth characteris-
tics of the plants and processes of mere use of
said compositions.

Synthetic Resins or Natural Rubbers, appropri-
ate subclasses, particularly Class 523, sub-
class 123 for a composition containing a syn-
thetic resin or natural rubber having utility as a
plant receptacle composition; subclasses 124+
for a composition containing a synthetic resin
or natural rubber which is claimed or solely
disclosed as having enhanced degradability by
exposure to an environmental stimuli or to pro-
cesses of preparation thereof; and subclasses
132+ for a composition containing a synthetic
resin or natural rubber having utility in situ as a
soil conditioner or stabilizer or to preparation
thereof.
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Multicellular Living Organisms and Unmodi-
fied Parts Thereof and Related Processes, for
methods of plant breeding, methods of mutat-
ing plants, methods of producing plants using
somatic cell fusion, methods of introducing
nucleic acid into or rearrangement of genetic
material within a plant and for the plants and
plant parts per se.

SUBCLASSES

MISCELLANEOUS:
This subclass is indented under the class defini-
tion. Patents not otherwise classifiable.

(1) Note. Seeds treated for planting, as by
coating, are found in this subclass.

SEE OR SEARCH THIS CLASS, SUB-
CLASS:
58.1R, for miscellaneous processes.

SEE OR SEARCH CLASS:

71, Chemistry: Fertilizers, subclasses 5+
for compositions of seeds and fertil-
izer.

504, Plant Protecting and Regulating Com-
positions, subclasses 116.1  through
367 for compositions of seeds and
growth regulating substances.

MUSHROOM CULTURE:

This subclass is indented under the class defini-
tion. Apparatus and processes for the culture
of mushrooms and other edible fungi, except
yeast, comprising unobvious uses of mush-
room fertilizers, mushroom beds and their
structure, houses and caves adapted particu-
larly for mushroom culture, and receptacles for
growing and transporting mushroom spawn
before planting in beds.

SEE OR SEARCH CLASS:

71, Chemistry: Fertilizers, subclass 5 for
fertilizers of general use.

435, Chemistry: Molecular Biology and
Microbiology, particularly subclasses
254.1 through 256.8 for unicellular
fungi (including molds, rusts, yeasts,
etc.) and processes and compositions
involved in their propagation (i.e.,
maintenance, growth, production,
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purification, preserving, etc.); and
subclasses 283.1+ for apparatus used
to perform said processes and make
said compositions.

ELECTROCULTURE, MAGNETOCUL-
TURE OR ELECTROCUTING:

This subclass is indented under the class defini-
tion. Methods and apparatus for culture of
plants by means of electricity, other than elec-
tric heating; or utilizing magnetic force, for
example, for production of fertilizers in the
soil, killing of insects and weeds, stimulation
of plant growth and treatment of seeds before
planting.

SEE OR SEARCH CLASS:

204, Chemistry:  Electrical and Wave
Energy, for electrical and wave
energy chemistry in general.

205, Electrolysis: Processes, Composi-
tions Used Therein, and Methods of
Preparing the Compositions, for elec-
trolysis in general.

ALGAE CULTURE:

This subclass is indented under the class defini-
tion. Apparatus for or method of fostering the
growth or cultivation of nonunicellular algae.

SEE OR SEARCH CLASS:

435, Chemistry: Molecular Biology and
Microbiology, particularly subclasses
257.1 through 257.6 for unicellular
algae (prokaryotic and eukaryotic),
and processes and compositions
involved in their propagation (i.e.,
maintenance, growth, production,
purification, preserving, etc.); and
subclasses 283.1+ for apparatus used
to perform said processes and make
said compositions.

POLLINATION AIDS:

This subclass is indented under the class defini-
tion. Apparatus for or method of assisting the
natural generation, propagation or reproduction
of plant life by either a discriminate or indis-
criminate transfer of pollen to fertilize a plant
flower.

(1) Note. To be classified here, there must
be more than the locating of one plant



July 2005

1.42

1.43

1.44

near another or enhancing the pollen
productivity of a flower.

(2) Note. Subject matter classified here
mainly involves increasing the natural
scattering of pollen or individual appli-
cation of pollen to plant flowers.

HEATING OR
RATED EARTH:
This subclass is indented under the class defini-
tion. Apparatus for or method of conditioning
soil in which a plant is to be grown comprising
separating soil from the ground and subjecting
the separated soil to a heat treatment to
improve the soil for plant growing purposes.

STERILIZING SEPA-

SEE OR SEARCH CLASS:

111, Planting, subclass 118 and the sub-
classes indented thereunder, espe-
cially subclasses 120+ for devices that
disturb the soil in situ and apply flame
or the heat therefrom to the disturbed
soil and see the search notes thereun-
der.

CROP THINNING, INCLUDING FRUIT,
FOLIAGE, OR MOSS REMOVAL:

This subclass is indented under the class defini-
tion. Apparatus for or method of destroying
crop plants in situ for the purpose of reducing
the number of such plants to enable the remain-
ing plants to achieve a better growth.

SEE OR SEARCH CLASS:

56, Harvesters, appropriate subclasses for
apparatus and methods for harvesting
plants.

172, Earth Working, appropriate sub-

classes for apparatus and methods for
destroying crop plants in situ by
working the earth in which they grow,
especially subclass 534 for a wheel or
roller with peripherally spaced plant
saving means.

FLAME CULTIVATING:

This subclass is indented under the class defini-
tion. Apparatus for or method of either
destroying undesired vegetation in the vicinity
of growing crop plants or inhibiting its growth
by at least partially burning the undesired vege-
tation by directly applying thereto the blaze of
a combustion action.
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SEE OR SEARCH CLASS:

43, Fishing, Trapping, and Vermin
Destroying, subclass 144 for similar
devices that destroy insects by burn-
ing and see the search notes thereun-
der.

111, Planting, subclass 118 and the sub-
classes indented thereunder, espe-
cially subclasses 120+ for devices that
disturb the soil in situ and apply flame
on the products of a combustion
action to the disturbed soil and see the
search notes thereunder.

PLANT SURFACE CONTACT MATE-
RIAL APPLICATOR:

This subclass is indented under the class defini-
tion. Apparatus which includes a means spe-
cially adapted to brush, wipe or otherwise
engage an erect, growing plant and to transfer a
liquid material to a surface of said plant.

(1) Note. The material may be fertilizer,
insecticide, herbicide or other plant coat-
ing, coloring, insulating or the like.

SEE OR SEARCH THIS CLASS, SUB-

CLASS:

1.01,  for devices which are adapted to roll
or slide along the surface of a lawn,
turf or sod and to transfer thereto a
fertilizer, herbicide, insecticide or the
like.

SEE OR SEARCH CLASS:

15, Brushing, Scrubbing, and General
Cleaning, appropriate subclasses for
brushing and wiping implements of
general utility capable of applying any
desired material to a surface of a plant
or any other object.

43, Fishing, Trapping, and Vermin
Destroying, subclasses 142+ and 143
for devices which brush or wipe a
growing plant to dislodge insect para-
sites.

118, Coating Apparatus, subclasses 207+
for machines of general utility and
adapted to contact an object to trans-
fer a coating thereto.
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427, Coating Processes, and note espe-
cially subclass 4 for processes of coat-
ing wherein the base is a plant mem-
ber or animal specimen.

MATERIAL DISTRIBUTOR  WITH
PLANT MANIPULATING, CULTIVATING
OR SENSING (E.G, TO POSITION
PLANT RELATIVE TO DISTRIBUTOR):
This subclass is indented under the class defini-
tion. Apparatus which includes a means to dis-
tribute a material into contact with an erect,
growing plant and having either (1) a means to
move parts of the plant, e.g., to expose them to
the material or to protect the plants from injury
by the device, (2) a means to disturb the soil
around a plant to weed, mulch or till said soil,
or (3) a means to detect the presence and/or
position of the plant and to either move the dis-
tributor relative to the plant or to control the
material supply or some other characteristic of
the distributor.

(1) Note. Where a patent claims the combi-
nation of material distributor with soil
disturbing (e.g., scratching, plowing or
cultivating), a disclosure that the mate-
rial is applied to a plant has been consid-
ered sufficient basis for classification in
this subclass while a disclosure of dis-
turbing the same area of ground that the
material is applied to, before, after or
during the material application, has been
considered a basis for classification in
Class 111.

(2) Note. The plant manipulating means
may consist of a blast of air in addition
to that necessary to constitute the distri-

bution.
SEE OR SEARCH CLASS:
111, Planting, appropriate subclasses for

discharging of a material on the earth
as an incident to, or in combination
with the planting of a seed or other
object or material in the soil, and for
similar combinations of material dis-
tributors and soil disturbing means
where the soil is disclosed as dis-
turbed in the same area in order to
facilitate penetration of the material
into the soil.
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118, Coating Apparatus, subclass 668 for
control of a coating sprayer in
response to some sensed condition of
the object to be sprayed.

239, Fluid Sprinkling, Spraying, and Dif-
fusing, appropriate  subclasses, for
means to distribute material onto the
ground and/or growing plants where
no particular relation between the
plants and the distributing means is
involved.

FROST PREVENTING:

This subclass is indented under the class defini-
tion. Methods and devices for preventing the
freezing of trees and plants and their fruit.

SEE OR SEARCH THIS CLASS, SUB-

CLASS:

3, 9, 17 and 19.1-32, for devices capable
of preventing frost.

SEE OR SEARCH CLASS:

126, Stoves and Furnaces, subclass 59.5,
for smudge pots.

244, Aeronautics and Astronautics, sub-

class 136 for means for discharging
and diffusing material from aircraft.

252, Compositions, subclass 70 for frost
preventing compositions, subclass
305 for smokes, fogs, or gaseous pri-
mary dispersants, a period.

516, Colloid Systems and Wetting Agents;
Subcombinations Thereof; Processes
of Making, Stabilizing, Breaking, or
Inhibiting, subclasses 1+ for colloid
systems of gas or vapor continuous
phase (smokes, fogs, aerosols, clouds,
mists) or agents for such systems or
making or stabilizing such systems or
agents, when generically claimed or
when there is no hierarchically supe-
rior provision in the USPC for the
specifically claimed art.

CELERY BLANCHING:

This subclass is indented under the class defini-
tion. Apparatus and processes for whitening
growing celery.













































