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Question/comment submission

To send in questions or comments during 
the webinar, please email:

PTABBoardsideChat@uspto.gov

mailto:PTABBoardsideChat@uspto.gov


Agenda

• Hearing rooms
• Hearing process
• Tips from the bench
• Hearing resources
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Board operations - hearings
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Hearing rooms



PTAB Hearing Rooms

• Alexandria, VA (3) 
• Dallas, TX (1)
• Denver, CO (1)
• Detroit, MI (1)
• San Jose, CA (1)
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Alexandria hearings
Hearing Room A Hearing Room B Hearing Room D



Alexandria hearings

• In FY18, PTAB (Alexandria) conducted 
1,006 proceedings 
– 591 AIA
– 385 ex parte appeals
– 30 ex parte reexams



Regional office hearings
Detroit, MI

San Jose, CADallas, TX

Denver, CO



Regional office hearings

• In FY18, regional offices conducted 170 
proceedings 
– 30 AIA

• all had remote judges participating
– 140 ex parte appeals

• 131 had remote judges participating



Technical features of hearing rooms



Hearing process



Request for hearing - appeals

• Parties must request an Oral Hearing
• Parties must pay a hearing fee
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Request for Oral Hearing form - appeals
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/aia0032.pdf



Request for hearing - trials

• Parties must request an Oral Hearing
– Due date specified in Scheduling Order
– Usually 1 month before the scheduled Oral Hearing

• Request for Oral Hearing may include:
– Requested amount of time for argument
– Any other requests the Board should be made aware of
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Notice of hearing - appeals

• A Notice of Hearing is issued to the 
Appellant after a hearing is scheduled 
upon Appellant’s request

• A Response to the Notice of Hearing is 
required in 21 days
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Notice of Oral Hearing form - appeals
https://www.uspto.gov/sites/default/files/documents/aia0032.pdf



Notice of Oral Hearing form - appeals
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Hearing order - trials

• Hearing order will specify:
– Time and location of the oral hearing
– Allocated time to present arguments for each 

party
– Order in which arguments will be heard
– Demonstratives procedure
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Hearing order – example for trials
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Party appearance - appeals

• In Person
• Telephonic
• Video from a remote location
• Video from a regional office
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Party appearance - trials

• Appear at location identified in the 
Hearing Order
– Anybody may request to view an oral hearing at 

any USPTO Regional Office
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Remote viewing – appeals and trials

• Any USPTO Regional Office
– Subject to room availability

• To request remote video attendance, contact the 
PTAB
– Indicate the USPTO Regional Office 
– Indicate the number of people attending

• The PTAB will notify the requesting party if the 
request for remote viewing is granted
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Rescheduling hearings - appeals

• A response to the Notice of Hearing 
indicating a request to reschedule the 
hearing should be submitted

• Requests will be accommodated on a 
case-by-case basis
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Rescheduling hearings – trials 

• Contact the Board as soon as possible

• The Board will work with the parties to 
identify an available time
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Waivers – appeals and trials

• Appeals
– Appeal hearings can be waived at any time
– Appellant must submit a Response to a Notice of Hearing 

indicating waiver

• Trials
– Party may submit a waiver or not request an oral hearing
– Generally, an oral hearing will be held if requested by either 

party
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General rules for hearings

• No recording devices
• Cell phones off
• No eating or drinking
• Business attire for counsel and business 

casual for observers 
• No re-entry after hearing begins
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Inclement weather policy

• One-hour delay:  on time
• Two-hour delay:  one hour after the originally 

scheduled time
• Three-hour delay:  two hours after the 

originally scheduled time
• Government closure: hearing cancelled if 

office location where parties are to appear is 
closed
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Demonstratives 

• PTAB hearing rooms contain an Elmo 
projector and laptop projector

• Parties must provide their own laptop
• Currently, PTAB has HDMI, VGA, and Mac 

connections only
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Demonstratives

• Visual demonstratives are permitted
• New information that is not on the record 

is prohibited
• Animation and video require advance 

approval
• Submit demonstratives 5 days before 

hearing
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Hearings with remote judges

• Hearings clerk will identify which camera is 
to be used

• Understand the A/V limitations regarding 
demonstratives
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Tips from the bench



Tips from the bench

• Practice!
• Tell a story
• Prepare effective demonstratives
• Take a deep breath

– Don’t go too fast
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Tips from the bench

• Outline your presentation – have a plan!
• Know the record

– And stick to the record
• Anticipate questions

– Be prepared with answers
– Answer the question asked
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Hearing resources



Hearings section of uspto.gov
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/patenttrialandappealboard
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Hearings section of uspto.gov
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/hearings
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Hearings schedule
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/hearings
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Hearings Guide
https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/patent-trial-and-appeal-board/hearings
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Subscription center
www.uspto.gov/subscribe

Sign up to receive the 
latest news and 
updates from the 
USPTO conveniently 
via e-mail



Question/comment submission

To send in questions or comments during 
the webinar, please email:

PTABBoardsideChat@uspto.gov

mailto:PTABBoardsideChat@uspto.gov


Thank you!
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