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Visit us at www.uspto.gov
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Inventor and entrepreneur resources

Resources to help 
you navigate the 

patent and 
trademark 
application 
processes
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www.uspto.gov/inventors



USPTO assistance centers
Inventor Assistance Center (IAC)
• Provides general information 

about the patent examination 
policy and procedure.

• 8:30 a.m.- 8 p.m. ET, Monday 
through Friday

• (571) 272-1000 

• (800) 786-9199 (press 2)

www.uspto.gov/InventorAssistance

Trademark Assistance Center (TAC)
• Provides general information about 

the trademark registration process.

• 8:30 a.m. – 8 p.m. ET, Monday 
through Friday

• (571) 272-9250 

• (800) 786-9199 (press 1)

www.uspto.gov/TrademarkAssistance
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Nationwide network of public, 
state, and academic libraries 
that are designated by the 
USPTO to disseminate patent 
and trademark information 
and to support intellectual 
property needs of the public.

Patent and Trademark Resource 
Centers (PTRCs)
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www.uspto.gov/PTRC



Free legal assistance programs*
• Patent Pro Bono Program works nationwide to match financially 

underresourced inventors and small businesses with volunteer 
practitioners to file and prosecute patent applications.
– www.uspto.gov/ProBonoPatents 
– probono@uspto.gov

• Law School Clinic Certification Program permits law students 
under the supervision of a participating law school’s clinic to 
practice patent and/or trademark law before the USPTO while 
providing those services to applicants, pro bono.
– www.uspto.gov/LawSchoolClinic
– Lawschoolinformation@uspto.gov

*Applicant(s) must pay for all USPTO fees
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USPTO offices across the nation
USPTO headquarters: Alexandria, VA

Eastern Regional Outreach Office
Alexandria, VA

– www.uspto.gov/EastCoast

Midwest Regional Office
Detroit, MI

– www.uspto.gov/Midwest

Rocky Mountain Regional Office
Denver, CO

– www.uspto.gov/RockyMountain

Silicon Valley Regional Office
San Jose, CA

– www.uspto.gov/SiliconValley

Texas Regional Office
Dallas, TX

– www.uspto.gov/Texas
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Find help in your area
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• Free legal assistance for 
filing for a patent or 
registering a trademark

• Registered patent attorney 
or agent

• Inventor and entrepreneur 
organizations in your state

• Accessible via uspto.gov 
homepage
– USPTO in your region

www.uspto.gov/about-us/uspto-office-locations



The USPTO’s kids pages
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education@uspto.gov
www.uspto.gov/kids

• Fun hands-on 
activities

• Inspiring 
stories

• Engaging 
lessons in IP 
for students 
of all ages



Upcoming events 
• Trademark Basics Boot 

Camp
• The Path to a Patent
• Meet the Patent Experts
• Do You Know @ USPTO
• Patent Trial and Appeal 

Board (PTAB) Inventor Hour

• Hispanic Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship Program 

• Veterans Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship Program 

• Women’s Entrepreneurship 
Symposium 

• Black Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship Program
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www.uspto.gov/events



Thank you

Office of Innovation Outreach innovationoutreach@uspto.gov
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